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League of Women Voters Position

Immigration policies should promote the reunification 
of immediate families, meet economic, business, and 
employment needs, and be responsive to those facing 

political persecution or humanitarian crises. 



US Immigrant Population 1850 -2021 



What Most of Us Can Agree on….

● The US has an absolute right to control who crosses its borders.

● There should not be any undocumented people in the US.

● There should be a lawful process for all non-citizens to seek entry to 
the U.S. for either temporary stays or permanent residency.

● Annual visa numbers should be based on actual U.S. economic need, 
family needs and humanitarian responsibilities.

● Individuals who pose a danger to the U.S. should not be granted entry 
and individuals who have harmed the U.S. should be deported.

● Individuals should not be denied entry solely because of their race, 
religion, color, national origin, sex or other immutable characteristics.



What is the right way to come to the US? 
It depends...

“Immigration laws bear a ‘striking 
resemblance [to] King Minos’s labyrinth in 
ancient Crete. The Tax Laws and the 
Immigration and Nationality Acts are 
examples we have cited of Congress’s 
ingenuity in passing statutes certain to 
accelerate the aging process of judges.”  
Lok v. INS, 681 F.2d 107 (2nd Cir. 1982)



1790 - Naturalization Act of 1790 provided the first rules to be followed by the United States in 
the granting of national citizenship other than by birth.  The law limited naturalization to 
aliens who were “free white citizens”: leaving out large groups like slaves and Asian 
immigrants.

¨1798 - Alien and Sedition Acts : Authorized the President to deport aliens considered a threat 
to the peace & safety of the US and aliens whose home country was at war with US. Expired 
in 1801.

¨

¨1848 GOLD RUSH! RAILROADS!  Over 20,000 Chinese immigrants arrive in US – Burlingame 
Treaty

¨

¨1875- US passes first law restricting immigration- barred admission of prostitutes and convicts
¨

¨1882- Chinese Exclusion Act- First major law to restrict immigration.  Passed out of fear that the 
.002% of Chinese immigrants in total US population were depressing wages on the West Coast 
and address concerns about “racial purity”.

¨

¨1917 Immigration Act- imposed literacy test on immigrants and barred all Asian laborers.



1919- Immigration declines rapidly, increased deportations of suspected alien enemies, anarchists, 
Communists and other Radicals
¨

¨1921- Emergency Quota Act: to preserve Northern European immigrants as majority limited 
immigration based on 1910 census.
¨

¨1924- National Origins Act- designed to limit immigration from Eastern and Southern Europe using 
1890 census; Border Patrol

¨Great Depression- restricted immigration drastically- 236,000 in 1929 to 23,000 in 1933

¨1943- Treaty with Mexico- Bracero Program; Chinese Exclusion Act repealed.
¨

¨1952- Immigration and Nationality Act: Cold War fears, affirmed National Origins quotas, limited 
immigration from Eastern hemisphere (but not Western), preferences for skilled workers and 
relatives of US citizens, heightened security and screening procedures
¨

¨1965 Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965: eliminated quotas but set 300,000 maximum on 
annual visas, set per country limit in Eastern Hemisphere to 20,000, no limit for Western. Bracero 
Program ends.



1976-1978: Amendments to the INA to restrict immigration from Mexico- limits to 20,000 per year.  
Mexico was only country to exceed 20,000 prior to 1976. Sets single world quota to 290,000 visas 
annually.  Only US citizen children age 21 may petition for parents
¨

¨1980 Refugee Act: established modern asylum system
¨

¨1986 Immigration Reform Control Act: It (1) legalized aliens who had resided in the United States in 
an unlawful status since January 1, 1982, (2) established sanctions prohibiting employers from hiring, 
recruiting, or referring for a fee aliens known to be unauthorized to work in the United States, (3) 
created a new classification of temporary agricultural worker and provided for the legalization of 
certain such workers; and (4) established a visa waiver pilot program allowing the admission of 
certain non-immigrants without visas.
¨

¨1990 Immigration Act of 1990: raised quota to 700,000, created diversity lottery, retained family 
based immigration and doubled employment based immigration
¨

¨1996 Effective Death Penalty Act (AEDPA) and Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act (IIRIRA): immigration detention, limited federal court review of immigration 
decisions, limited relief from deportation, expanded grounds of deportation and exclusion, created 

obstacles to legalization, harsh, harsh, harsh, harsh law.



The majority of people do not have a legal way to 
immigrate to the US.

There never was and still is not a line for 10 million 
undocumented immigrants to get in.



226,000 limit on family visas and 55,000 on Diversity Lottery (the four above countries excluded from DL)

Family-
Sponsored

All Chargeability
Areas Except
Those Listed

CHINA-mainland
born

INDIA MEXICO PHILIPPINES

F1 01JAN15 01JAN15 01JAN15 22APR01 01MAR12

F2A 08FEB19 08FEB19 08FEB19 01FEB19 08FEB19

F2B 22SEP15 22SEP15 22SEP15 01JAN02 22OCT11

F3 08JAN09 08JAN09 08JAN09 08MAR98 08JUN02

F4 22APR07 22APR07 08OCT05 01AUG00 22AUG02

There many lines for a green card but not everyone can get in one. 
10/1/2023



Employment-
based

All Chargeability
Areas Except
Those Listed

CHINA-
mainland
born

EL SALVADOR
GUATEMALA
HONDURAS

INDIA MEXICO PHILIPPINES

1st C 15FEB22 01JAN17 C C

2nd 08JUL22 01OCT19 01JAN12 08JUL22 08JUL22

3rd 01DEC21 01JAN20 01MAY12 01DEC21 01DEC21

Other Workers 01AUG20 01JAN16 01MAY12 01AUG20 01MAY20

4th 01JAN19 01JAN19 01JAN19 01JAN19 01JAN19

Certain Religious Workers U U U U U

5th Non-Regional Center
(C5 and T5)

C 15OCT15 15DEC18 C C

5th Regional Center
(I5 and R5)

C C C C C C

140,000 limit on employment based green cards



Second Step: Eligibility/Admissibility

● Entry without inspection (unless petition was filed before 4/30/2001)
● Unlawful presence (3/10 year bars and permanent bar)
● Convicted of crime involving moral turpitude
● Controlled substance offense
● Multiple criminal convictions/sentenced to 5 years or more
● Prior deportation
● False Claim to citizenship and voting in US
● Public charge
● Medical grounds (communicable disease, mental or physical defect danger to 

others)
● Reasonable ground to believe alien will engage in unlawful activity in US
● Fraud or misrepresentation



Welcome to the United States of America- don’t unpack!

Deportation Grounds 

● Aggravated felony conviction as defined by immigration law
● Felony conviction for a crime involving moral turpitude w/in 5 

years
● Two more more convictions for CIMTs
● Controlled substance offense (except 30 grams of cannabis)
● Registering to vote/voting
● Abandonment of Status 
● Overstaying non-immigrant visa
● Working without authorization on non-immigrant visa



Deportation- Civil Administrative Process Separate from Criminal Justice 
Process

● Limited Due Process Rights

● Mandatory Detention for Aliens convicted of aggravated felonies and 

crimes involving moral turpitude

● AG may choose to detain any alien charged with an immigration violation

● Bond ($1,500-$50,000)

● Immigration judges are employees of DOJ

● ICE attorneys are employees of DHS

● No right to a free attorney (37% of aliens have atty/14% of detained 

aliens)

● 49% of aliens with attorney were granted relief/without counsel 15%

● Limited relief from removal: asylum, cancellation of removal, adjustment 

of status, waivers



Executive Authority and Asylum

• Deferred Action – DACA program in 2012
• Parole – Humanitarian parole, family reunification (must have approved 

immigrant visa petition by family member) and CHVN parole (must have US 
sponsor) – can apply for work permit right away

• Military parole in place- for undocumented spouse or parents of US 
military enlistee or veteran

• Asylum – a law which allows a person, regardless of manner of entry, who 
has been or will be persecuted on account of an immutable characteristic. 
Can’t apply for a work permit until asylum application has been pending for 
6 months

• Refugees – people who have had their asylum application approved 
outside the US before arriving in the US- 60,014 resettled in US in 2023-
authorized to work at entry





Annual Border Patrol Apprehensions at the U.S.-Mexico Border, FY 1970 – FY 2022

Source: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Monthly Border Patrol Apprehensions, FY 2000-2022.



Source: U.S. Customs and Border Protection.



Invasion! Disease! Famine! Poverty! Criminality!



www.cbp.gov

Customs and Border Protection Agency (Treasury, Labor, Justice now 
Homeland Security)

● Largest federal agency: 60,000 employees 
● Processes 1.1 million travelers per day
● Inspects over 300,000 vehicles, trains, sea vessels, trains
● $7.7 billion in goods
● Criminal and civil law enforcement
● FY22 $17 billion funding



Safety!



Restricting Lawful Immigration

The Nativists: Founder John Tanton

–Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR)

–NumbersUSA

–Center for Immigration Studies (CIS)

“Hate groups like Center for Immigration Studies want you 

to believe they are mainstream” SPLC Report 03/23/2017;

Southern Poverty Law Center, “The Nativist Lobby: Three 

Faces of Intolerance” 2/2009; 



This is the immigration system we have- is it the one you want?



The 2020 census data indicates that US population is experiencing a 
declining, aging population and becoming more diverse. Population 
growth is necessary for economic growth. White population will be 
minority by 2045.













Immigrants and Social Security

•FACT: Undocumented workers are not (and have never been) eligible to claim 

social security benefits. Moreover, most undocumented workers will use a false 

social security number to prove work authorization, therefore paying money 

into a benefit system that they will never be eligible to use.

•FACT: Undocumented workers contribute about $13 billion per year to the 

Social Security Trust Fund.

•“You could say legitimately that had we not received the contributions that we 

have had in the past from undocumented immigrants . . . that would of course 

diminish our ability to be paying benefits for as long as we now can,” the chief 

actuary told MSNBC. He said undocumented immigrants have contributed $100 

billion into Social Security over the last decade.  Boston Globe 09/20/2014

http://www.msnbc.com/msnbc/undocumented-workers-are-keeping-key-benefit-program-afloat?cid=sm_m_reidreport_4_20140812_29581056
http://www.msnbc.com/msnbc/undocumented-workers-are-keeping-key-benefit-program-afloat?cid=sm_m_reidreport_4_20140812_29581056


Why don’t we have a fair immigration system that meets our 
economic, humanitarian and security needs?



So What’s the Solution?

1. Identify the correct problem:  Prevent undocumented immigration while 
meeting U.S economic, humanitarian and security needs.

2. Identify the correct solution(s):
❖ Broad legalization program for individuals already here and fully integrated 

into our communities
❖ Broad legalization will clear out the immigration court backlog so DOJ and 

DHS can more quickly and fairly process asylum claims and focus on aliens 
who pose a danger to the US.

❖ Use civil detention sparingly
❖ Make the immigration courts an Article I speciality court under the judicial 

branch.
❖ Hire more immigration judges.
❖ Pass a real worker visa program that is decoupled from specific employers 

and tied to actual labor demand.
❖ Increase family and employment visa numbers to clear out the existing 

‘lines’.
❖ Effectively fund humanitarian aid and support diplomacy



So what’s the problem?









Dignity Act of 2023
HR 3599

• More funding for CBP

• Would allow DACAs and TPS holders to apply for permanent 
residency

• Legalization program for undocumented people- 7 years, pay $5000 
fine, must file taxes and meet other requirements

• Addresses backlog of immigrant visas

• Updates to asylum system

• Reforms some worker visas



DREAM Act of 2023
S. 365

• Would allow DACA holders to apply for lawful permanent residency 
(green card)

• DACA is likely to end after court appeals- probably in 2025



k:Things you can right now:

Take a breath and remind yourself that we are a STRONG country

Stick to goals most of us agree on and strike up conversations

Know who your local, state and federal elected representatives are and call 

them!

LWVIL sign up for immigration updates and news at immigration@lwvil.org 

Ask your U.S. Rep to advocate for comprehensive immigration form that 

includes broad legalization, a real work visa program, immigration court reform 

and honors our humanitarian obligations

Write a letter to the editor

Join ICIRR.org 

Run for office- local, state or federal!

mailto:immigration@lwvil.org
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